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CHIEF SMITH IS

VINDICATED IN

CONTEMPT CASE

Controversy Between New
Haven Officials Is Brought

' To Close. ,
'
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Story Spreads That Favored One of Wilson Regime
Didn't SuJffer Valuation Raises While Humble
Home iOwners Have

HO TIME LOT FLAGBooks Shows Remarkable Coincidence
Doors of Public Servants' Offices Slammed In
Faces 6f Iridigant Ones Seeking Explanation.

Eleven Billion Gallons of;
Water Released When Big!
Dam Goes Out, Inundat-- 1

ing Area of More Than'
Fifteen Square Miles.

Property Damage Will Total
Several Millions-Anot- h-

. er Dam in Danger As Res-
cue Parties Start Out To

Following the storm of the City Hall yesterday by hosts of
Indignant taxpayers," and heated talk over the matter last night,
the story spread about Bridgeport like wildfire today that the

--pets of the administration, the powers behind them, smaller of-

ficials and friends of the bdsses, were the only ones spared,, in
of tax rates. ' 'the wholesale raising ,

,
V A perusal of the tax books here and ,there gave at least

partial foundation for this story. Companies and persons that
had incurred the hate of the administration suffered enormous
raises in valuations. , S '

,

r ; As a result, Alderman Daniel P,. Harrigan, Eighth district
Democratic leader and the man who has attempted, in the com-

mon council, to defend the people against the aggressions of the

Washington, Jan. 29 Secretary Lan--
sing today denied published reports
that the United States had given Ger-

many until Feb. 5 to make a definite
answer on. whether it intends to dis-
avow the sinking of the Lusitania.

At the state department it was de-
clared that the Lusitania negotiations
remain just where they stood early 4n
the "week, when Count "Von Bernstorff,
the German ambassador, transmitted
to Berlin a new draft of the proposed
agreement which embraced all the
points for which the . United States
contends. -

There could be no new move, off-
icials declared, until the German for-
eign office had1, passed upon the new
draft. This draft was made by Count
Von Bernstorff immediately . after a
conference with Secretary . Lansingand ' is understood to provide that

LAKE G .

administration, was besieged by
Thev --were wrotly and following

thPir conference. Alderman liarngan
declared it is likely ; a resolution will
be introduced Into the common coun-
cil Monday evening-

- cajling for a com-

mission of three of rive well Known
real estatfe to investigate , the
acts-o- f the assessors.

, There is also a. movement in the
works to , organize a Rent Payers
league to pnose the increased assessm-

ents-This movement is based on the
reportlthatr with the Increase in valu-
ation of house rent property, the land- -
lords will seize the opportunity Jto in--
crease rents, and house rents are noV
at a premium the-highe- ever known

PURCHfl

in a New England city the size or
Bridgeport, 'i '
- Only Thomas O'Brien of fall the
hoard was present to3y. Col. Julius

- Knowlton came In early in the morn-
ing but the press prop-
erty owners became too strenuous for

,
- him. and he speedily left the building.

and did-jio- t return. No word was re-
ceived from- President Hughes vof , the

V board or from William F. Russell.'
; James Holt, who Is being employed as

an extra clerk, did his best to. help
''out those who came, John 1L- - D)W"
ling, assistant clerk' and Miss Lillian
Fox, the stenographer for the board,

DEFENDED SPOUSE

AS 'GOOD WOW
Writing About Secret Mar-

riage Physicians Speaks ,
In Wife's Behalf.

MRS. MOHR'S ORDEAL
ON STAND IS ENDED

Completes Testimony After
Three Days Under Cross-Examinatio- n.

Providence. Jan. 29 Mrs. Eliza-
beth F. Mohr today on the witnesa
stand ended her personal defense of
the change that she had hired three
negroes to murder her husband, Dr.
C. Franklin Mohr.

For the greater part of three court
days she faced friendly and' unfriend-
ly attorneys who drew from her every
detail of her life with Dr. Mohr.
Many of these details were given re-

luctantly. She neveri wavered in her
declaration that she had nothing to
do with the murder although she had
objected strenuously to her husband's
attentions to other women.

Testimony of Mrs. Mohr was re
garded by the defense as the most
important in the trial which stands
adjourned until Monday..A letter written by Dr. Mohr ,in
March, 190Sjv was read to the juryas follows: '

"I am rather surprised to 'hear from
Elizalbeth. that you dolefully betrayeda trust and I dare believe her added
falsehoods, " both v you and your wife,
that were, appalling., However, I am
not in the mudslinging business but
you must not; say too much about
Elizabeth or you will have to reckon
with me.- - For myself as J saict, I
don't care what you think ttut don't
think it too loud. Elizabeth, I ilnd.
had a perfect right to suppose she was
married and I find now I am in error.
I got my idea fromvSthe Maloney case
in New York, Maloney who secretly
married Osborne and had no record
made of it. The Aourts- - held that
that was not legal. However, they
used: assumed names. Religion mix-
ed' .lis all up and made us do as we
did. We consulted an attorney this
morning andj find that the fact that
the certificate, was not recorded- did
not t invalidate the transaction. . I
write; this in dfense of a good woman
at present, . although what i' contend-
ed she 'admits and that is our present
difference.".,....- - " - -

'What did your husband mean
when lie wrote "I am not in the mud-
slinging (business. ' " '"

- "I don't know." ;

"He, got more mud in his life than
he threw?" "No, sir. Not while he
lived with me." ' '"What did your husband mean
when he wrote, I write in the defense
ofa good womanV at present? Did
hemeaV you were not a, good woman
before?" "No, sir. I was always a
goodNgirl and mother."
- She admitted that at the time the
letter was written she was not living
with het- - husband but was with her
mother in Taunton.

'And your quarrel with your hus-
band was the result of your admitting
improper-conduct?- "No sir."

"Did you say that you had mades a
man of him an cL that everyone knew
it?" "Yes, the doctor always said I
made a man of him "and he- told hun-
dreds about it."

"And his life right up to the end
was the result of-- your: handiwork?','
"I was- parted from him lor two years
before the end." X

Thus completed Mrs.. Mohr's testi
mony and she left the witness stand.

OFFERS NEARLY A

1ILLI0N FOR NE

YORK'S GARBAGE

New Tork, Jan. 29 The war and
the resultant demand for nitroglycer
in are ' given as 4he reasons for" a
legal contest which has begun here
for a contract to remove thegarbage
of New "York city, Although the, city
has paid $3,750,000 in 17 years for re-
moval of its garbage, a company now
offers the 'city $900,000 for that priv-
ilege for five years. '

Counsel for the new bidder explain-
ed why the garbage had suddenly be-
come so valuable by saying that the
garbage,- - after being, treated with
steam', yields a grease, tbeT value of
which at present, is high. &Prom this
grease, he said, comes glycerine 'from
which is made nitro-glycern- e.

INJURED It! AUTO .

CRASH, SHE SEEKS

$30,000DAMAGES
Suit for treble damages amounting

to $30,000 has been filed against Ben-
jamin F. DeKIyn, a wealthy Brooklyn
resident, by Mary B. Fitch of Not-wal- k,

who was seriously injured when
her automobile collided with the De-

KIyn machine August 25 last
In papers filed today in the superior

court the plaintiff states that on the
date of the collision she was riding on
the Boston post. road. DeKlyn's ma-
chine, driven by a chauffeur, ap-
proached from the opposite direction.
The - chauffeur, did not swerve enough
for his ourse to allow the Fitch' car
to pass when it overturned. Seven of
her ribs were broken, her skull was
tractured and- - her ear Injured. She
claims to have spent $1,000 for medical
attendance. The action is returnable"
to the February term of court. ,

mum mev

0 PABTIALITY

To Pay Examination of

home owners.
showed ' the books. : But everybody
wanted to grab ' atonce and conse-
quently the vexatious delays, coupled
with the fact that only one of theas-sesso- rs

had stayed to answer questions
of the property owners as to why their
assessments had been raised, did not
relieve the situation any.

At noon, it was " necessary to lock
the doors in the faces of a number
iof indignant people who were waiting
to gt in. 'David Fenettm, a former
member of j the board of' assessor,
happened in . thO' office as . the throng
6f property owners appeared and he

raided a numberof, them in finding the
required Bosks and . veryifying the
written statements of .increases in as
sessment- - that : had ' been' sent them.
Mr. Fenelon, In his old time form, re-
mained until the office closed. - ,

An idea of.hat increases in, assess-
ments have' been made may bo glean-
ed from trie - case of a workingman
who,,.y frugality; thrift and industry,
has acquired a ihomestead in .the North
End In North Main .street, with a lot
adjoining. .The property is not free
front mortgage. He Bubmitted his
list as 3, 600,,, the same "as last "year,
and the assessors promptly boosted it
to 6,8 00, an. Increase of J2. 400. .

' Cohtinued'f rom Page One. .

furniture
ON HUILOM

PRESIDENT, ON

SPEAKING TOUR,

DODGES CROWDS

Special Train Discharges
Party Four ' Miles From

Center of Pittsburgh.
1

Pittsburgh, Jan. 29 President "Wi-
lson reached Pittsburgh at 9:40 a. m.,
today, to make the first speech of bis
middle-we- st tour in favor of national
preparedness.The President's special stopped at
the Shadyside station, four ,miles from
the city proper so that he might elude
the crowd which the police anticipated would be awaiting him at the 4
Union Station.
--.. He was met by a .committee of busi-
nessmen, who escorted him to hie ho-
tel. After reaching the hotel the
President and his wife held ar. in-
formal reception to the committee
which accompanied Mrs. "Wilson to
Soldiers' Memorial hall, iwhere the
President was to speak. .

The President and Mrs. i Wilson
lunched in their suite in keeping with
tl.eir plan not to attend any .jrablicluncheons or dinners during the tour.

Notwithstanding the unusual activ-
ities of yesterday in "Washington and
the fact that he had spent three' con-
secutive nights on the train, the Presi-
dent rose refreshed. Dr. Cary T. Gray-
son, the White House physician, said
Mr. Wilson was in good condition for
the activities of the week ahead.

Shortly after - the arrival of the
party at the hotel, Mrs. Wilson, ac-
companied by Dr. Grayson, went on
an hour's automobile ride through the,

Cleveland, Jan. ' 29 Chamber of
commerce officials here and William
J.. Flynn, chief of the United States
secret service,' tried today to arrange
with , President Wilson for a speechat an overflow meeting following - his
address on national defense before the
chamber of commerce tonight.:If the weather is good, it is hoped
the President will consent to talk for
a few minutes from the balcony of
the hotel where . he will stop while
here.

The Wilson party will arrive at 7
.o'clock from Pittsburgh.

THE WEATHER
Increasing clondiaess and sligrhtlywarmrr tonight; Sunday rain or snow

and warmer. Moderate to fresfa north
east winds.

ALL SPEC J

CHIEF HAD TAKEN
ALL''RESPONSIBILITY

Charges Made; By Liquor
Prosecutor Included 3

Other Officers.

New Haven, Jan. 29 Chief of Po-
lice Philip Smith was declared not
to be in contempt of court' with crim-
inal intent, this time at least, by
Judge Hall, in the city court today as
the result of a hearing conducted by
City Attorney Moyle,-Int- o the con
troversy between Chief Smith and
Liquor Prosecutor H. M. Dickerman,
which had arisen lover charges made
by the latter that the chief's orders
to members of his force operated to
delay service of search warrants.
, Three other officers were charged
by Mr. Dickerman with contempt of
court but Chief Smith assumed all re
sponsibility. Mr. Dickerman claim
ed that as he was an officer of, the
court a police officer was bound to
obey the order bf the court irrespec
tive of any order the chief might have
made as' to procedure to be followed
in serving warrants. The court up
held Mr. Dickerman that the liquor
prosecutor was an officer of the court
and ' a warrant issued ' by , the court
must be served by the' police officer
IU WJ1UIU 1 - WW ftlV I.

Recently, state policemen .were
brought here by Dickerman to see if
the liquor laws are observed. It was
reported that 32 search warrants were
handed to officers who eajd they would
have to ask the chief for instructions.
Mr. Dickerman - took, up-- the matter
with the . chief who . Is said to have
declared that warrants should be serv-
ed through his offlce fotuyartous reason-

s,.-among which, was that warrants
sometimes were, of . the "John
variety and wore against-- . places in
which more than. one family lives and
as , a protection to police officers in
case, of false arrests. '

Mr. Dickerman formally complain-
ed to the. court and this led to an
inquiry by. City . Attorney Moyle and
the hearing. ; Mr. Moyle quoted from
the statutes itso show what was said
in them about search warrants. He
added that he felt satisfied that Chief
Snritb."had no intention' of disobeying'
he court's orders i but had ; believed

his orders .: to , subordinates trjat all
business must be transacted through
iiis office were perfectly proper. Mr.
Moyle said he .believed the court could
overlook the matter- - this time. ' Mr.
Moyle said that under the, statutes a
search warrant sworn to 'by the prose-
cutor and two other "persons could be
handed . to a city policeman and it
must be served.- The warrant in the
first place must be given for adequate
cause. . '

Mr. Moyle said that Chief Smith and
the other officers were perfectly frank
in the matter as they had come into
court to test the, matter. ?-

'

Chief Smith made a statement say-
ing he was responsible to the city for
the efficiency of his force." To obtain
the highest efficiency he had to have
the of the men'' under
him. He had read the statutes to
mean that when a warrant was hand-
ed to an officer it must be turned over
to a superior officer for instructions,
it oftentimes being better to, tave a
warrant ' served by one mari than
ahdther. The chief said that he had
no intention of obstructing the law.
The sergeants also complained of, ad
hered,, simply to his instructions gov-
erning the department. '

. Judge Hall said he was satisfied that
there was no intent of contempt of
court and he would overlook the mat- -
ter this time but he wished to point
out that the liquor prosecutor is an,
officer of the 'court and the medium'
through which a warrants, in liquor
case irf issued. '.'

DENIES CHARGES

THAT JOHN DYKE

WAS NEGLECTED

Lakeview Home Inmate
Died Natural Death, Says

Superintendent. .
' .

'Confined at ' Lakeview Home for
three weeks and said to be suffering
from kidney trouble, JohniDyke, aged
42, was found dead in that institution
this morning. Dyke has no relatives
here except His father who is also an
inmate of the home.

Friends of Dyke called at The Far-
mer office today and said that his
death was due to gross negligence on
the part of the attendants at the in-

stitution. Dr. J. J. MacDonald, su-

perintendent of Lakeview home denied
this allegation and said that Dyke died
in bed and not on, the floor of his
room as is alleged by friends of his.

Dr. MacDonald said also that Dyke
had received good treatment from the
attendants at the home and that he
died a victim of kidney trouble., .

(O EXPLODES

IN CLASSROOM;
EIGHT ARE HURT

Halifax, N. S., Jan. 29 --A bomb ex-

ploded while a lecture was in progress
t the military school here today, in-

juring eight persons, two seriously.

mimutt
ETTL ElilEPy 1

Germany shall disavow the destruc--
tion of the ship and acknowledge as
a matter of law tihe rights of the neu-
trals who were lost. On this point the
state department is understood to- - be
very firm.

While officials are declining to dis-
cuss the - Lusitania negotiations, the
impression prevails among those who
are in a position to know of the prog-
ress of , the exchange that Germany
has been informed that ' the United
States wants the controversy settled
without unnecessary delay.

Pittsburgh, Jan. 29. Advisers of
President Wilson, while denying thata time limit had been set for Ger
many's reply,' indicated that the Pres-
ident and Secretary Lansing were de-
termined that the Lusitania case
should be settled as expeditiously as
possible. v'

SES

TO

eieoEST
8 to 12 by pumping the 'sand out of
the channel. All the operations have
been conducted b jj-i- company.it(lfwith' its own saff, at the head .of
which is--- its managing director. Com-
mander R. H. M. Robins rl, who In
less . than eight months has turned
many acres ,of dismal,;, swamp lands
into a substantial shipyard ready for
work upon.several submarine torpedo
boats, upon a spot which was covered
eight feet under water less than two-thir- ds

' of a year ago.
The company is working night and

dajy with" its dredging operations in
order to make available additional
lands and will shortly have a capacity
second to none for the construction
of submrines. Bridgeport has the only
shipyard in "the world devoted exclu-
sively to the construction of subma-
rines and the company's operations in-
dicate that the plan is to' make Bridge-
port! in ""America what Essen is to
Germany and Flume is to Austria.
Krupp's Essen guns and Whitehead's
Fiume torpedoes are recording on the
pages "of history what Lake's subma-
rines may finish if an attempt is made
to - invade America ' from the seas;

the Lake Torpedo Boat Co. may
have a significance which few appre-
ciate at present. . ;"

HEAD OF SCHOOL

BOARD PROTESTS

AGAINST SALOON

Elmer H. Havens and Rev.
J. C. Lynch Among North --

.End Remonstrants.
President Elmer H. Havens of the

Board of Education, Rev. J. C- Lynch,
pastor of ' St.- - Patrick's ' church, and
other prominent citizens have signed

remonstrance !

against " the applica-
tion of JosephK. McDermott, who
wants- - A transfer of a liquor : license
from 55 Cannoik street ' to . 2,303 Main
street. It is claimed this location is
unsuitable because it is within 200 feet

St. Patrick's parochial school...
Among the 30 remonstrants were Al-

derman Daniel P. Harrigan; of the
Eighth district,- - former Alderman J.

Coughlin, (Frank E. Hayd'en, - F. ' A.
Strong, Father J. J. Keane of, St. Pat-
rick's church, Dr. R. L. Smith, Dr. H.

Lockhart and Mrs. Edward Mora.
The place on Cannon street was for-
merly conducted by Jack Mason and

berg.
not yet assigned a date for the hear-
ing.

DUPONT POWDER

GO. AGAIN SCENE

OF SMALL FIRES

Trenton, Jan. 29 Several men were
ibadly burned in a series of fires at the
Du Pont Powder Works today. It is
feared that at least one of the in-

jured men's burns will prove fatal.
The fires were the most destructive
the many accidents at the plantsince the European war started. The

flames were fed on thousands --of
pounds of simokeless powder. The or-
igin of the fires is unknown.

t Board' of Charities Has
,' Building Completed, With

Deficit of $15,000, and No
y ; Money To, Purchase

Equipment For New Hill-
side Home. '' '

Rescue Residents.
San Diego, Gal., Jan. 29 At

least 50 lives were lost Thurs-
day in a wall of water thirty
feet high which swept down
the Otay valleyaccording to an
estimate made by the coroner j

early today. . . -
j

Wheli the lower dam of thei
southern California Mountain!
Water - company broke late '

Thursday,. it released a flood of!

into the popul6us valley which !

lies just outside of here, devas- -
tating an'area of 15 miles long I

and two miles wide. The prop- -
erty damage, it is believed, .

will reach $1,000,000.
Another dam continues today

near the breaking point, threat-
ening additional riiin to the

'

valley.; ' v
' .

Scores of persons are report-
ed missing and it is believed
that a number of bodies were
carried out. to sea.."c 4 "

- Rescue parties are striving to reach
the scene, access to which Is extreme-
ly difficult owing to swollen, " streams
and the fact that all of the bridges
between San Diego and the little val- -
ley. have been carried away toy, the!
flood watifers of the last two weeks. x

One report stated, that 25 Japanese,
including men, women and children, f

were among the' drowned. .
Twenty-fiv- e farmhouses are known

to have- - heen carried away by the ;

waters. .

The heavy .rain during tho-la- st two
days filled thie lower Ottawa dam for
the first time in its history. Real- -'

lzing the iam was weakening undef--
the. great pressure of water, warning
was sent to people in the valley td flee
for thedr lives.

It was Unheeded by many, accordingto reports here, the residents in thex.
valley preferring to remain and en-
deavor to protect their property.

Although the emptied reservoir was
the principal source of the San Diego
City water supply, there was no dan-
ger of a water famine here, it was''
believed 'by' officials, as there are oth- -i
resources from which the city can;

draw an ample amount.
Telephone and telegraphic commu-- j'

nication with - the valley had been,'
cut off "einq the gale and rainstorm1
swept this city early Thursday morn-- !
Ing. ' v

SNOW TIES T7X RAILRO AD.
Durango, Colo., Jan. 29 Railroad

traffic in this part of the state is al-
most at a, standstill - today owing to
the, heavy snowfall which, it is sald.i.
is the greatest since 1884. j

As a, result of the high temperature,
prevailing, many snowslides have oc- -i

curred. Nine, buildings have been;
destroyed In ithe Silverton district byjavalanches. , No lives were reported:
lOSt. . !

Damage Many Millions
- San Francesco,' Jan. 29. The storm.

that has raged over the entire Pacific
coast since early Thursday has claim-- ;
ed a toll of not less than 60 lives andj
caused property damage amounting to j

millions of dollars, according to re-- 1

ports thus far received. v "

The greatest loss .of life, about . 50,
occurred in the Otay . valley, south of
San Diego, when the lower dam .ot,,
the California Mountain Water CoX:
broke Thursday afternoon.

Just outside the Golden Gate eight
lives were lost yesterday when the-garbag-

carrier Aberdeen, of Oakland,.
Cal., was wrecked.!

Flood waters and high winds did
much damage in various parts" of the
state.' The oil districts
have suffered severely. i

Montana last night shivered in what
is said to be-th- e worst storm in 20
years, with the thermometer ranging
from 20 to 54 below zero.

Flood conditions prevailed in Arizo- -'

na. Riverside, Cal., today faced, a
shortage of drinking water, as flobd
waters of the Santa Ana river washed
out 600 feet of the water mains carry-
ing the city's supply.

The storm today Is gradually moving
eastward.

FISHMAN GETS BONDS.

Edward Fishman, . who wat bounij
over to the criminal superior court
from the city court yesterday on the
charge of receiving stolen goods, was
released In bonds of $500 this corni-
ng. Joseph Dulbis was brought to
the superior court as bondsman ty
Attorney Samuel , Reich, Fishman's
counsel. Fishman Is said to have re-

ceived goods taken by Philip Hola-ma- n

from a local department store.

MO

As a result of purchases just m-ad-

the Lake Torpedo Boat Co. now has
one of the largest shipyard water--,

front properties In the country. When
dredging" operations that are now be-

ing carried on, will make, the Lake
plant second to none in submarine
building a capacity.

The Lake Co. today filed a deed
covering its purchase of about 20 lots
of water front land at the foot of
Eagle street and of Trowell street
from Jacob Borstelman of this city.
The negotiations and sale took placeat Los Angeles, Cal., between Mr.
Borstelman and the company's general
counsel, Fsed Brown Whitney, an
American . international '" lawyer, . of
Washington, D. C. .

. The .purchase of the Borstelman
Water front - holdings gives the-- com-
pany two blocks of water" front in ad-
dition' to the half a dozen blocks, it
has acquired by its several purchases
for its shipyard No. 2. . "The water
front of the company's original No. 1
yard is about two blocks long.

The company is, dredging a channel
about 200 feet wide and more than 40
feet deep along its water, front tract,
No. 2, upon which it has-'erecte- d a fby
modern shipyard. Many acres of tide
water lands have been, j filled from

POLICE RESCUE

COBBLER, PRONE1

v ' AMIDTLAMES

Gorgas and Fox, Swathed in
Blankets, Perforin Act

of Heroism.
Overcome by trie fumes from an '

exploded oil stove, Antonio Clresi. a
cobbler of 2S93 Fairfield avenue, lay
unconscious on the floor of hia cob-
bler

a"
shop at 10 o'clock this morning

and 'the shop . was a mass of flames
when Detective-Sergea- nt George Fox
and Motorcycle Policeman Clifford N.
Gorgas, attracted by the blaze coming
from ithe door of the shop, ran to his ofrescue.. . .

The policemen were passing the
shop in the department automobile
headed for Black Rock when Detec-
tive

1i.
Fox noticed the shoemaker's

shop burning. Stopping the automo-
bile both rushed into the building and A.
found Ciresi lying on the floor.

The policemen were repulsed by the
flames at first, which - singed their
clothing. Policeman Gorgas ran J

acK 10 tne automoine anu prwjuieutwo heavy blankets, which they wrap-
ped about their clothing. Then they
rushed through the seething flames.

Picking up the unconscious form
of the shoe repairer, they carried him
to the street where he was revived
later with a few dashes of cold water.
Gorgas and Fox procured two pails
and with these filled with water, they
quenched the flames after fifteen min-
utes' work. ,

Gorgas and Fox will pro"bably be
called before the board of police com-
missioners at the meeting Monday
evening and recommended for their
heoric act in saving .the cobbler's lifo.

CHIMNEY FTRIJ AT BISHOP HOME.
.

A chimney fire broke out at the
residence of Henry A. Bishop, presi-
dent of the Connecticut National of
bank, at 179 Washington avenue, at
11:27 today. The blaze was extin-
guished by the use of chemicals and

Seeks Funds To Buy Fur-
nishings- Building Con-tain- s

Many Novel Fea-
tures, Including Proyision
For" 'Aged Couples' To

, Have Family Life.
. Bridgeport's new almshouse, Hill-
side Home, is virtually ready for oc-

cupancy, but there isn't any furniture
"', ' vin it

' ' Because there was urgent need for
'a , new almshouse, the people1 of
Bridgeport agreed to build The
board of charities found that $175,000
would construct, the type of building
desired In this city. At a special
polling, the people voted ' to go into
debt to this extent to provide for pres-
ent neeils.

Carelessness and extravagance with
the city's funds followed,. In the an-
nual report of the charities depart-
ment for, 1915 it was recorded that
there would be a deficit of $15,690.49
actual construction. s. -

This was blamed on the industrial
depression that made it necessary for
the . city to put men to Work. No

-- mention was made of the fact that
.It would have been necessary anyway,
to hire laborers and pay them stan-
dard wages; The idle citizens were
obtained at low rates.

Besides this building deficit, there
is a lack of mondy to pay for "furni-
ture, although the peoplex provided
for that in their bond Issue. The
board asked $22,000 extra 'from the
board of apportionment last year and
the plea yas rejected. It is likely
the .administration will try to push
It through this year, 'however, by go

,ing over the board of apportionment's
head, through the advisory board, and
seeking a bond, issue. t

Besides ' this, $37,000 , extortion,
Bridgeport taxpayers have the knowl-
edge that the Hillside Home is not

,what it was planned to e when the
$175,000 was sought. Mayor Wilson

' and his trusty henchmen made some' of the better features "look sick," last
summer, in an effort to stave off a de-
ficit that might be as high as the
bond issue.

The mayor suggested leaving off
covering- - of the steel beams, in some
of the rooms. Cinders were su bsti --

' tuted for reinforcement in some of
the concrete .work. An inferior grade

C Continued on Page S. the damages were but trifling.


